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EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 
Master of Science in Criminal Justice and Criminology 

Criminal Justice Education Certificate 
Criminology Certificate 

Higher and Adult Education in Criminal Justice Certificate 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
For general information, please visit: 
• Criminal Justice and Criminology Graduate Programs 
• ECU Graduate School - Apply 
• For other questions, write us at: mscj@ecu.edu 

APPLICATION 
Please visit the ECU Graduate School website to complete the application process. 
 
Q: Are there deadlines for submitting my application? 
A: Yes. The MSCJC program and the Criminal Justice Education certificate, as well as our other 

certificate programs, accept applications for fall and spring semester entry. Deadlines for 
completed applications are: 

• Fall admission: May 15 
• Priority deadline: April 15 

• Spring admission: October 15 
• Priority deadline: September 15 

 
Q: What should I include in my statement of intent? 
A: The statement of intent should indicate why you are interested in an advanced degree or 

certificate in criminal justice and criminology and discuss your career goals. 
 
Q: How do I submit my two letters of recommendation, and what should be included? 
A: Two letters of recommendation are submitted with your application. Specific details are available 

on the Application Process page. Letters should address your likely success in graduate school 
and should come from professional or academic references. Recommendations from friends or 
family members are not accepted. 

 

ADMISSIONS 

EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
 
Q: Does ECU have minimum admission requirements for graduate study? 
A: Yes. The basic requirements for this program are: 
1. Completed application form and application fee; 
2. Successful completion of a bachelor’s degree prior to the program start; 
3. Official transcripts for required colleges/universities attended; 

https://criminal-justice.ecu.edu/degree-programs/
https://gradschool.ecu.edu/apply-now/
mailto:mscj@ecu.edu
https://gradschool.ecu.edu/apply-now/
https://gradschool.ecu.edu/application-process/
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4. Two (2) letters of recommendation from professional or academic sources; and 
5. Statement of Purpose/Intent. 
 
Q: Do I have to take the GRE test? 
A: No. The GRE is not required for admission decisions. 
 
Q: What is the minimum GPA required for regular admission? 
A: To qualify for regular admission to a degree program, an applicant must have an overall 

undergraduate GPA of 2.7 on a 4.0 scale or a graduate GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. The program 
uses a holistic review, and otherwise qualified applicants may be admitted by exception. 

 

OTHER PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESSES 
 
Q: How do I know which courses to take? 
A: The official MSCJC degree requirements are listed in the ECU Graduate Catalog and on the 

Department of Criminal Justice and Criminology website. Recommended course sequencing is 
also available. Course offerings can vary by semester, so students should review current offerings 
before or during preregistration and consult the Graduate Program Director as needed. 

 
Q: Can the program be completed online? 
A: Yes. All courses needed to complete the degree or certificates are offered online. There is no 

campus residency requirement. 
 
Q: What is the format for online courses? 
A: Course instruction is generally asynchronous, allowing students to complete assignments by 

stated deadlines at convenient times. Some activities, such as presentations or examinations, 
may require participation during specified times. Instructors strive to accommodate the 
schedules of working professionals. 

 
Q: How do I register for courses once I am admitted into the MSCJC program? 
A: Students are responsible for registering for classes (registration instructions), resolving account 

holds (holds and contact information), paying tuition on time (Cashier’s Office), and tracking 
progress in Degree Works. Contact the Graduate Program Director for advising and general 
questions at mscj@ecu.edu. 

 
Q: Do I have to take a comprehensive examination to complete the MSCJC program? 
A: No. 
 
Q: Is there an internship requirement for this degree? 
A: No. 

https://catalog.ecu.edu/index.php?catoid=36
https://criminal-justice.ecu.edu/degree-programs/
https://registrar.ecu.edu/how-to-register-for-classes/
https://registrar.ecu.edu/holds/
https://financialservices.ecu.edu/cashiers-office/
mailto:mscj@ecu.edu
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Q: Do I have to complete a capstone project to complete the MSCJC degree? 
A: Yes. Students complete a professional paper during their final semester. The paper is completed 

through a course in which components are submitted throughout the semester, culminating in 
the final paper. 

 
Q: Can I obtain a Criminal Justice Education Certificate online at the same time as the Master of 
Science in Criminal Justice and Criminology? 
A: No. The Criminal Justice Education certificate is designed as a stand-alone certificate and is not 

available to MSCJC students. 
 
Q: Can I obtain a Criminology Certificate online at the same time as the Master of Science in 
Criminal Justice and Criminology? 
A: Yes. The 15 semester hours required for the Criminology Certificate can be included within the 37 

semester hours required to complete the MSCJC. 
 
Q: Can I obtain a Higher and Adult Education in Criminal Justice Certificate online at the same 
time as the Master of Science in Criminal Justice and Criminology? 
A: Yes. The 15 semester hours required for the Higher and Adult Education in Criminal Justice 

Certificate can be included within the 37 semester hours required to complete the MSCJC. 
 
Q: Can I obtain a Graduate Certificate in Security Studies online at the same time as the Master of 
Science in Criminal Justice and Criminology? 
A: Yes. MSCJC elective hours may include approved courses from the Graduate Certificate in 

Security Studies. Up to 15 semester hours may be applied as electives, subject to program 
approval. See the Security Studies Certificate Requirements page for more information. 

 
Q: Can electives from other departments count as criminal justice and criminology electives? 
A: Yes, at the discretion of the Graduate Program Director and with prior approval. 
 
Q: Can courses from other universities be transferred into the program? 
A: With the support of the Graduate Program Director, up to one third of the credit hours in an 

attempted graduate certificate or degree program may be transferred from a regionally 
accredited college or university. No credit hours completed as part of a previously earned 
master’s degree can count toward a second master’s degree. Students are generally allowed to 
transfer up to 12 hours toward the MSCJC degree and may request an unofficial review before 
applying. 

 
Q: Who can I speak with if I have other questions? 
A: Students may contact the Graduate Program Director, Dr. Michele Stacey. Current contact 

information is listed below and on the department website. 

Department of Criminal Justice and Criminology 
Graduate Program Office 
113 Ragsdale Hall 

https://securitystudies.ecu.edu/graduate-programs/certificate-degree-requirements/
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Greenville, NC 27858-4353 
(252) 328-4192 
mscj@ecu.edu 
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